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December 20, 2017 

Dear Friends, 

Safe Medford was formed in 2017 with a mission of advocating for the safety and dignity of all community 

members, regardless of immigration status. In the spirit of such advocacy, Safe Medford would like to         

respond to off-the-record comments made during a recent school committee meeting. Our goal is not 

to condemn any individuals involved. Rather, we take this opportunity to place what was said within a larger 

context. 

Safe Medford believes that safety is more than an absence of crime; safety is a matter of trust. We    

believe that community should be built on inclusion, not exclusion. Our collective ability to work         

together to build a stronger community is undermined when community members are discredited based 

on assumptions about citizenship or other factors. Rather than attempting to determine whether    

someone "deserves" to have an opinion about the direction of our city, Safe Medford believes that all 

community members should have a voice -- no matter our age, race, gender, sexuality, or how long 

we've lived in Medford; no matter whether we rent or own our homes; no matter whether we recently 

immigrated to this country or whether we are the great-grandchildren of immigrants. We expect our 

leaders to listen to the concerns of all members of our community, and we encourage all members of 

our community to respect each other and recognize our individual and collective contributions. 

We welcome every opportunity and seek to work with community members and city leaders to continue 

building a supportive and inclusive community. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Rev. Wendy Miller Olapade 

on behalf of the members of Safe Medford 

cc:   Miranda Willson—Editor, Medford Transcript  (email) 

 Neil Osborne, Diversity Director, City of Medford (email) 

Advocating for the safety and dignity of all community members regardless of immigration status.  
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